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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 1511 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, XF, SYG, IS 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN AGREEMENT TO EXTEND UNDOF 

REF: DAMASCUS 1600 

EGYPTIAN MISOFF TOLD US MAY 5 THAT SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD HAD 
GIVEN HIS ASSURANCE TO EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT AT APRIL 21 
RIYADH MEETING THAT SYRIA WOULD AGREE TO TWO-MONTH EXTENSION 
OF UNDOF. HE ADDED THAT EGYPTIAN-SYRIAN UNDERSTANDING WAS 
THAT UNDOF'S MANDATE WOULD EXPIRE JULY 31, ONE WEEK AFTER UNEF'S 
EXPIRY, RATHER THAN TWO MANDATES EXPIRING ON PRECISELY SAME 
DATE. AS TO WHY DAMASCUS RECENTLY DENIED BA-ATH OFFICIALS 
STATEMENT SYRIA WOULD RENEW FOR TWO MONTHS (REFTEL), OUR 
CONTACT COULD ONLY SPECULATE THAT REASON MAY HAVE BEEN DESIRE 
NOT TO AGGRAVATE RELATIONS WITH PLO BEFORE IT BECAME NECESSARY. 
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